
 
English 3 Summer Work: 
Materials Needed: 
 The Road by Cormac McCarthy 
 
1.  Read the Pulitzer Prize winning novel The Road by Cormac McCarthy.   
2. Write essay and be prepared to turn it in on Google Classroom on day 1 
 
Essay: 
Works of literature either challenge or confirm our beliefs.  Like other experiences we 
have in life, the experience of reading literature unfolds moment by moment, both 
intellectually and emotionally.  Hopefully, we will have a reaction to literature that causes 
us to think deeply about life and relationships and decisions and consequences. 
  
As you read The Road, think about all the issues that you confront in the book (life, death, 
survival, parent/child relationships, resilience, trust, love, violence, revenge, etc.).  What beliefs 
of yours were challenged?  What beliefs of yours were confirmed? 
In a thoughtful, original, and carefully crafted essay, discuss how The Road challenged or 
confirmed a present understanding or personal belief of yours. 
  
Consider these questions as you plan and write your paper: 
Challenges: 
·    What previously held belief of yours does the book open up for fresh examination? 
·    How does the book challenge your belief? 
·    What justifies this challenge? 
·    Did the book cause you to change your beliefs?  How?  Why? 
Confirmations: 
·    What belief does this book confirm? 
·    How does the story extend or deepen your knowledge about this belief? 
·    What general truth does the book confirm about your belief? 
·    Would people be better off if they were aware of this belief? 
  
Things to Note When Writing the Essay: 
1.     Your paper should not be similar to any other student’s paper (will result in an automatic 
zero for both parties). 
2.     Introduction—include an attention grabber and an excellent thesis statement. 
3.     Body paragraphs—discuss your personal beliefs about life and relationships that are 
confirmed or challenged.  You must back your assertions with specific examples and evidence 
from the book.  Please use direct quotes and internal citations. 
4.     Conclusion—bring your paper full circle. 
5. Your paper must be in MLA format, completely, and contain at least three direct quotes from 
the novel.  
  
 


