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Intro: Most years I will come to Mr. Weingarten’s ENG III classes in May and June to begin some 
exploration of possible ideas and topics junior students are interested in pursuing for their 
senior research project. However, this past school year obviously did not afford us this 
opportunity. For this reason, I am adjusting my expectations for the summer work and as such 
will be having you engage with this primary exploration during the summer months in the 
hopes that the added time will allow you to truly delve into the topics of interest you choose 
and narrow your focus to something you see as worthwhile in pursuing.   
 
Task: Using the sets of questions below, I am asking that you respond to as many of them as 
best you can in the outlined 2 paragraph format. You are asked to identify a global, national, 
and local/personal (though, presumably they are all personal ) topic of interest you might wish 
to pursue for your senior project this coming school year. Ultimately, each of the 3 
aforementioned categories should be explored by answering the questions below in 2 
paragraphs apiece for a total of at least 6 paragraphs. While this is not a lot of writing per say, 
the expectation is that you will be doing quite a bit of thinking to narrow down your topics of 
choice and also some cursory research using the Free Library of Philadelphia’s databases 
through their website and/or free resources found through Google Scholar, etc. 
 
Global: What is something that impacts the world at large that you see as a problem or in need 
of change? What is something you think is missing from the world that could benefit or better 
the race of humanity? Consider this big idea and ask yourself if you are more focused on the 
problem and potential root(s) of said problem or the solution. Regardless of if you are focused 
on the root of the problem or a solution to it, what will you need to research or investigate to 
get a better understanding of the issue? What are 2-3 routes you could take or ways you could 
explore this big idea in more specific ways? Ultimately, why is this important to you and what 
do you expect to learn or gain from doing more research on the subject?  
 
National: What is something that impacts the country at large that you see as a problem or in 
need of change? What is something you think is missing from the USA that could benefit or 
better the race of humanity or a specific group of people here? Consider this big idea and ask 
yourself if you are more focused on the problem and potential root(s) of said problem or the 
solution. Regardless of if you are focused on the root of the problem or a solution to it, what 
will you need to research or investigate to get a better understanding of the issue? What are 2-
3 routes you could take or ways you could explore this big idea in more specific ways? 
Ultimately, why is this important to you and what do you expect to learn or gain from doing 
more research on the subject?  
 
Local: What is something that impacts you or your local community (i.e. Philly, your 
neighborhood, your family, etc.) that you see as a problem or in need of change? What is 
something you think is missing from this group/place that could benefit or better those 
affected? Consider this big idea and ask yourself if you are more focused on the problem and 
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potential root(s) of said problem or the solution. Regardless of if you are focused on the root of 
the problem or a solution to it, what will you need to research or investigate to get a better 
understanding of the issue? What are 2-3 routes you could take or ways you could explore this 
big idea in more specific ways? Ultimately, why is this important to you and what do you expect 
to learn or gain from doing more research on the subject?  


